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Managing Large Patch 
of Zoysiagrass
	 Large	Patch	of	Zoysiagrass,	formerly	called	Zoysia	
Patch	Disease,	 is	 one	of	 the	most	 serious	diseases	
of	Zoysiagrass	in	Oklahoma.		Large	Patch	is	caused	






















commonly	seen	 in	early	April	 through	May.	 	 iseased	
Zoysia	can	be	new	patches	or	perennial	patches	from	
previous	years.	Spring	patches	are	visible	in	April	as	




thatch	 temperatures	 between	 50°	 and	 86°F.	 By	 late	
May,	thatch	and	soil	temperatures	are	high	enough	to	
stop	the	spread	of	the	disease.
Figure 1. Meyer Zoysiagrass infected with Large Patch 
Disease.  Note the orange outer ring of the patch, which 
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	 The	 fungus	 causing	 the	 disease	 can	 be	 easily	
spread	over	an	area	if	the	area	is	mowed	or	tread	over	
by	people	or	equipment	when	the	turfgrass	leaves	are	












Patch	of	Zoysia.	Use	of	a	 controlled	 release	 fertilizer	












ment	 into	 the	 soil.	 Power	 raking	 or	 dethatching	 can	
help	 remove	 thatch	 in	 a	 lawn.	Consider	 dethatching	
only	when	thatch	exceeds	1/2	inch	in	thickness.
Cultivar Resistance


































achieve	acceptable	 control	 of	 the	disease.	As	 these	
fungicides	are	expensive,	spot	treatment	of	the	infected	
areas	and	a	small	area	immediately	outside	the	area	of	
infection	is	an	excellent	way	to	achieve	control	yet	reduce	
the	amount	of	fungicide	used	and	control	costs.
The	pesticide	information	presented	in	this	publication	was	current	with	federal	and	state	regulations	at	the	time	of	printing.		The	user	is	responsible	for	determining	
that	the	intended	use	is	consistent	with	the	label	of	the	product	being	used.		Use	pesticides	safely.		Read	and	follow	label	directions.		The	information	given	herein	is	
for	educational	purposes	only.		Reference	to	commercial	products	or	trade	names	is	made	with	the	understanding	that	no	discrimination	is	intended	and	no	endorse-
ment	by	the	Cooperative	Extension	Service	is	implied.
Oklahoma	State	University,	in	compliance	with	Title	VI	and	VII	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	Executive	Order	11246	as	amended,	Title	IX	of	the	Education	Amendments	of	1972,	Americans	
with	Disabilities	Act	of	1990,	and	other	federal	laws	and	regulations,	does	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	race,	color,	national	origin,	gender,	age,	religion,	disability,	or	status	as	a	veteran	in	
any	of	its	policies,	practices,	or	procedures.	This	includes	but	is	not	limited	to	admissions,	employment,	financial	aid,	and	educational	services.
Issued	in	furtherance	of	Cooperative	Extension	work,	acts	of	May	8	and	June	30,	1914,	in	cooperation	with	the	U.S.	Department	of	Agriculture,	Robert	E.	Whitson,	Director	of	Cooperative	Exten-
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